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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination 
under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 12*^ 
2008 has been entered. 

Specification 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 
which requires the original numbering of the claims to be preserved 
throughout the prosecution. When claims are canceled, the remaining 
claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are presented, they 
must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following 
the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or 
not). Claim 8 is dependent on claim 7 which is canceled. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claims 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because tine 
claims provide computer-related products such as functional descriptive 
material (software) in combination with an appropriate computer readable 
medium that is not capable of producing a tangible result when used in a 
computer system - for example "receive" and "decode" as a function of 
vertical blanking interval do not produce a tangible result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 6, 8 - 11 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Krisbergh, Harold M. 
(Krisbergh hereinafter) US 20040078824 A1. 

Regarding claim 1, Krisbergh teaches: 

A method for providing broadcast video programming, comprising: 
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(a) receiving video programming (Fig. 4 - tine cable lieadend 
equipment; [0029]); 

(b) encoding tfie video programming into a vertical blanking interval 
and unused Active lines of a television channel (the television transmission 
may alternatively include one or more streams of data comprising video, 
audio and other information in a digital and/or analog form. Accordingly, 
information can be inserted into these streams such as in the VBI as 
aforesaid or as part of an MPEG transport stream [0027]; Fig. 4/46); 

(c) broadcasting the television channel and encoded video 
programming into a vertical blanking interval and unused Active lines of a 
television signal (Fig. 4/12) 

(d) receiving the broadcast encoded video programming in a vertical 
blanking interval in a user device, wherein the user device comprises 
(Fig.6/terminal 54): 

(i) tuning hardware configured to receive normal over-the-air 
terrestrial broadcasts and to pass the encoded video programming in 
a vertical blanking interval (Fig. 6/94; television distribution systems 
and networks include but are not limited to orbiting satellite systems, 
terrestrial wireless cable systems [0024]); 
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(ii) vertical blanking interval software configured to: 

(1) receive output from the tuning liardware (Fig. 6/94, 92); and 

(2) decode tfie encoded video programming from the vertical 
blanking interval (Fig. 6/98); 

(III) a screen and a speaker (Fig. 6/56; [0050]; and 
(iv) decompression software configured to: 

(1 ) decompress the decoded video programming (processor 96 
for decoding and decompressing the coded and/or compressed 
refresh information [0049]); and 

(2) output analog audio and video signals from the decoded 
video programming to enable a user to watch the video programming 
on the screen and speaker of the user device (television signal is 
displayed on the display device - Fig. 6/56; the MPEG 2 data stream 
is composed of video, audio streams [0046]). 

Regarding claim 2, Krisbergh teaches: 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the unused Active lines comprise 
Active lines that are hidden above and below typical lines that a viewer can 
see on a normal television screen. It is well known that the vertical blanking 
interval is the time interval between the end of the last line of one frame or 
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field of a raster display, and the beginning of the next. During the VBI the 
incoming data stream is not displayed on the screen (unused Active lines). 
In analog television systems the vertical blanking interval can be used to 
carry digital data, since nothing sent during the VBI is displayed on the 
screen. 

Regarding claim 3, Krisbergh teaches: 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the encoded video programming is 
completely transparent to the television channel that is broadcast (The 
encoded broadcast video signal (Fig. 6) is applied to a video blanking 
interval decoder that decodes the encoded broadcast video and the 
encoded video signal can be watch on the TV screen). 
Regarding claim 5, Krisbergh teaches: 
The method of claim 1 , further comprising receiving the broadcast 
encoded video programming in a wireless device (television distribution 
systems and networks include orbiting satellite systems, terrestrial 
wireless cable systems - [0024]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Krisbergh, and further in view of Russ, Samuel H. et al (Russ 
hereinafter) US 20020059642 Al. 

Regarding claim 6: 

The method of claim 5, wherein the wireless device comprises a 
receiver card for receiving the broadcast encoded video programming. 

Krisbergh fails to teach a plug-in card for receiving encoded video 
program. However, Russ discloses PCMCIA card 163 (FIG. 1C) installed 
in the laptop [0083], [0052]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Krisbergh with the 
teaching of receiver card as further taught in Russ to meet all limitation in 
claim 6, in order to help for user's mobility. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Krisbergh, and further in view of James, Randy (James 
hereinafter) US 20020019987 Al. 
Regarding claim 8; 
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The method of claim 7, wherein the vertical blanking interval software 
further comprises subscriber management, conditional access, and 
encryption functions to control access to the video programming in the 
vertical blanking interval and unused Active lines. 

Krisbergh discloses vertical blanking interval decoder, but fails to 
specify other functions. However, James discloses that the VBI receiver 
module is specifically designed for quick response VBI-ID/Message 
identification and subscriber communications processing - see include, 
but not limited to [0026]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Krisbergh with the 
teaching of subscriber communication processing as further taught in 
James to meet all limitation in claim 8, in order to protect transmitted 
information from unattended access. 

Regarding claim 9 see the analysis of claim 1 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Regarding claim 10 see the analysis of claim 2 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 
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Regarding claim 1 1 see the analysis of claim 3 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Regarding claim 13 see the analysis of claim 5 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Regarding claim 14 see the analysis of claim 6 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Regarding claim 15 see the analysis of claim 7 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Regarding claim 16 see the analysis of claim 9 above where the claim 
limitation was analyzed. 

Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Krisbergh, in view of Corvin, Johnny B. (Corvin 
hereinafter) US 20010029610 A1. 

Regarding claim 4; 

Krisbergh fails to disclose the encoded video programming comprises 
a promotional cable channel. However, Corvin discloses that a program 
may be received on a program channel and a promotion may be received 
through this program channel's vertical blanking interval (VBI) - see [0024]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Krisbergh with the 
teaching of video programming comprises promotional channel as further 
taught in Corvin to meet all limitation in claim 4, in order to supply users 
with more information. 

Regarding claim 12 see the analysis of claim 4 above where the claim 

limitation was analyzed. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Jivka Rabovianski whose 
telephone number is (571) 270-1845. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, VIVEK SRIVASTAVA can be reached on (571) 272- 
7304. Customer Service can be reached at (571) 272-2600. The fax 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
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information for publislied applications may be obtained from eitlier Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Jivka Rabovianski/ /Vivek Srivastava/ 

September 11, 2008 /SPE/ 

/Vivek Srivastava/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



